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whatever they have most valuable, and suffer much,
in order not to appear less liberal than the others in
this celebration. Every one makes it a point of
honor.

Let me add that we narrowly escaped not being
present at the feast. During this Winter the Cap-
tain Aenons, of whom I have spoken before, came to
us to make an overture on behalf of the Old Men of
the whole Country. At that time, the kettle was not
[214] yet divided. They asked, therefore, if we
would be satisfied to raise the bodies of our two
Frenchmen who died in this part of the Country,
Guillaume Chaudron, and Estienne Bruslé, who was
killed four years ago, that their bones might be put
in the common grave with their dead. We answered,
first of all, that that could not be, that it was forbid-
den to us; that, as they had been baptized and were,
as we hoped, in heaven, we respected their bones too
much to permit them being mingled with the bones
of those who had not been baptized; and, besides,
that it was not our custom to raise the bodies.

We added, nevertheless, that as they were interred
in the woods, and as they desired it so much, we
would be pleased to raise their bones if they would
grant us permission to put them into a private grave,
along with the bones of all those we had baptized in
the Country.

Four principal reasons induced us to give this an-
swer. 1. As itis the greatest pledge of friendship
and alliance they have in the Country, we [215] were
already granting to them on this point what they
wished, and were making it appear thereby that we
desired to love them as our brothers, and to live and
die with them. 2. We hoped that God would be



